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A masterful restoration of T
an English country house

An architectural villa in
the wilds of Provence
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The Roman designer of this lateral-conversion flat in
west London has created a chic home for his
sophisticated, Anglo-Italian clients, as well as a
popular ‘runway’ for their young children
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BOTH PAGES CLOCHEWISE FROM
OPPOSITE In the drawing room,
codouarful cushions In a Mobilis fabric
complement the curved sofa
designed by Rataelle Generolti

The compasite photographic print is
by English photographer Edward
Dimsdale. The existing. neockaisical-
5!',1'-!‘ chimneypiece is balanced by
antigue Chinese lacguer cabinets

he smart, twentieth-century, oval dining 1able
i1| I_||1-| r.r:-|;11|||| I:..|: i'\. i f;l'll' |'|i|'\-: ool furnvure
Ah, ves ' says the cwmer, ‘Ttotook us ages o find
the right wable, and when we did = in thas
couniry — we sent it to Daly o be restored;
they're 50 good at that son of thing.' 5he adds,
by weay ol rather unmecessary 1':-'.'|:-|:|.|1:|.I1|-||. ‘1
am a perfectionis; my hushand and [ are very
|:|.|_||:i. ular and we do hke nice things,”

Incleed she is, and indeed they do, and the spacious apanment, in ome
of those hal-hicdden, sdent west London SCJIATES, K :|.|:||'|:-I|' testmony
The apariment you see today, however, B twice the size off tee (lan tha
the couple bowght 10 vears ago, when they hirst moved to London from
Eome, “When we first saw i, we were reminded of home,” says the
T "'I! |1.|-;i |_:'|.\,1r'..||_ [l } I|||-c1 |..|I‘"|_q'_ '--.l'||-|'lt'\:.l]:r: lfl!il'll'||'|’| '\-rl.tl'l"\. '|II:||'.k|' S0k
many London Mz, which all seem 1o be narmow and eramped.” The
srrong architeciural limes of the interior aleos made a sunable backgnoumsd
for the couple’s growing collections of pwentieth-century furniture and
meiadern back-and-white photographs,

In the cwmer s eves, thene wis onby oose man o ke o the task ol refur-
hishing the la - Raffaele Generoiti of Roman architectural parinershap
G Snsdio Architeriur, Ralfele was — in design terms at leass — almosa
part of the family, havang worked over several years on projects with the
owneer's parents and sster, *1 wanted to use Raffacle to get a new look,”
the cramer explaims. T kavew he wouldd view things in a diffesent way I'm Lial-
ian fior goodness” sake ~ [ wanted to put an Iakan stamp on the place.”

For Rallaele, it was an exciting experience to work on a Lomdon
prOpErty. The minute | walked into the Aat | knew what [ wanted
i do,’ he says, “the first thing being 1o install dimmable lights all
over the flat so that they could be used during the day, London
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BOTH PAGES CLOCKEWISE
FROM THIS PICTURE The
griginal encaustictiled flocr in
the entrance b ] dbna
sweeping desigibe hallew the
ourves af the rase
arbwork in the § 1re o ks by
Francesco Pig hiristin
Wan Der Hurd

carpet to matc
Gt Ponki chadr
Bghts in the kit




. ; = 5 5 s '
ol _|-,:||'_ AN b 20 |||_|_| I||.l_| XL, A=l |'.;_l!:||||'.; 1= often needed
Ihe oriminal panguet floors were restored, as was the SlriEngE

encaustic-tiled (boor in the entrance hall that had been lapd out m oan

I;|.||I-',|.-\,| "w.l.!.l'-"ll:|.;_'\.li-"- Ty Nk f|||:.-'n I||| ourves ol I||l' FEASEAST W .I."'\-. l'.: 1t
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black neoclassical-siyle chimneypiece, and balance it w aith a pair of
antique Chinese bioquer cabinets placed either side. Throughout the
|'|.-_|_ e Are |'\.||'|i.||"\. of cabinetry that Ballasle -CJ.:"\-II{I'I'IE (LR l='.II!::..|"
ment the owners' existing pieces of furnimure. He imroduced pofished
|| |||.||'_ i i:'\.. SMIArTness o I|||' KN hen mnod devised & qlnllu-hh' bathroam,
with indescent emerald mosaic tes from ceiling 1o floor.

Ihere was another person in this close-knit design equation, namely
texctiles destpner Chnstine Vi Der Hurd, whea, like Baffacle, had worked
iner |||.' '\!,".|| Bl -'.|||'\.. (2 il|| '_"|-' OWTIET, ||||I .|:'\-|| 'ﬂ.i-';'l .!H'l eI 181 II.I.'-.
“The ovmers’ style is mid peentieth century;” says Chrastine. “They love
'_||- l.-u'|k i .| i. r.|'_i. -::rum_r.-- L '| s |: HTE) |'||!|'.. .|I'.:‘| I||| 8 .|.|'\-l:I |l|'.I |l|.|.|'k'
and-white photography, of which they have a wonderful collection. All
4] ||'_i-\. mcant tean e ::_|:, WwWaAsE A -I_||||'\. i IEXLLnT and '\-|‘|.|.|||' rather than
colour, so thev nesded me to mitroduce that elerment through the ¢ Arpacls
anil cushsons,

1 '||||||l_lJ. teamwork the e riect lat was created peericol | & 6 "-I.|l|-'.
itk 1= |:'_|'_ ok G ;:\\'|':I'|.| '.-\.|||'|'_ i I:"l\... A |.I.I|'|_ I|.|"| I -|.I||'| I|||"| e
expecting their first child. However, by serendipatous coancidence, the
achioining flat beecame smdlallle. They were able vo buy i, and immeda
anely sel alsmigi il|.|||!||||q hionw 1o meTge the thwo apartments

BalTacle was called back to make the consolidation seamless
Aerually” he AAYE it was naet that difficult. As soon as | sow the adjoining
flat, it was obvious that we needed a central corridor to be the hink
|||':'u.|'.'|| '_"|-' Wi SpRRCCS and also o provide access B0 whial wy lli||| ol

a mieww bhedroom,
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owerhead lighting in the form of box panels set at mtenals all adong the
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among other things, a meg that would run the length of the
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thing interesting, attrwctive and that led the eve
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undulating streaks of colour that scem 1o move of their own ac
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Part of the newly acquired Ml was comerted into a selfcont

III'I:'.IIII i sante for the owners, Uy IIIHIki:F‘: ||'_|||'I_ l_:,||||| al i- I:_“q,'ll

out with solid, panclled cabinets, silent sliching doors 3 A AIMEATL,
|I|.||JH.'II:-:||||\.:I||II:-I:'.I|

% bonus of the new arcangement of rooms was that what had been the

munn bhedroom i the o i'.; nal flat could now be ransformed o a
diming room, with a carpet desygned by Christine o echo subtly the
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cxtremely city-

amily home?

It's wonderful,” says the cwner All the children’s friends wianm to cos
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OFPOSITE & narrow corridor
ikop right), with & rug by
Christine Van Der Hurd designed
o draw the eye through, liniks
the ariginal flat to the adjoining
on = and makes & good ‘runway’
for the children, The new space
heuses a bedroom (top ledt), with
a leather bed made by Multi, and
& smart bathroom (Batflam) huneg,
with black and whitephetagraphs,
THIS PAGE A siding door
separates the study from the
dressing rooms; the blue chair in

thee study is by Cappellind




